
LOOKING
TOWARDS THE
81ST GENERAL
CONVENTION 
General  Convent ion  Overv iew

Genera l  Convent ion  i s  the  nat iona l
leg i s la t i ve  body  of  The  Ep i scopa l
Church .  The  Genera l  Convent ion
sets  po l icy  fo r  ou r  denominat ion ,
i nc lud ing  in  worsh ip ,  d i sc ip l i ne ,
m i s s ion ,  f i nance ,  and  v i s ion .  I t
cons i s t s  o f  a  House  of  B i shops
(HoB) ,  wh ich  inc ludes  a l l  act i ve  and
ret i red  b i shops ,  and  a  House  of

Deput ies  (HoD) ,  wh ich  inc ludes  fou r
lay  persons  and  fou r  c le rgy  f rom
each  d iocese ,  each  a rea  miss ion ,
and  the  Convocat ion  of  the
Amer ican  Churches  in  Eu rope.
Genera l  Convent ion  operates  as  a
senator ia l  s y s tem,  hence  each
d iocese  and a rea  miss ion  has  the
same number  o f  de legates
regard less  o f  s i ze  and  membersh ip .

The  Convent ion  t yp ica l l y  meets
every  th ree  years ,  though  due  to  a
pos tponement  o f  the  2021  Genera l
Convent ion  to  2022,  the re  was  on l y
a  two-year  per iod  befo re  th i s
meet ing .  The  Houses  meet  and  act
separate l y ,  and  both  mus t  concur  to
adopt  leg i s la t ion .  The  Genera l
Convent ion  a lone  has  author i t y  to
amend the  P rayer  Book  and  the  



church ' s  Cons t i tu t ion ,  to  amend
the  canons  ( laws )  o f  the  church ,
and  to  dete rmine  the  p rogram
and budget  o f  the  Genera l
Convent ion  and  the  p rograms  i t
author i zes .  The  Genera l
Convent ion  a l so  e lects  twenty  o f
the  fo r t y  members  o f  the
Execut i ve  Counc i l ,  wh ich
admin i s te r s  po l icy  and  p rogram
between Genera l  Convent ions .

Deputat ion  of  the  D iocese
of  East  Caro l ina  to  the  8 1s t
General  Convent ion

The  deputat ion  f rom our  d iocese
cons i s t s  o f  lay  and  c le rgy
deput ies  who were  e lected  at  ou r
140th  Annua l  D iocesan
Convent ion  in  February  2023.  As
representat i ves  o f  ou r  d iocese ,
they  w i l l  work  i n  the  House  of
Deput ies  a t  the  leg i s la t ion  and
governance bus iness  on  the
schedu le .  B i shop Sk i r v ing
represents  ou r  d iocese  in  the
House  of  B i shops .  The  8 1 s t
Genera l  Convent ion  w i l l  take
p lace  June  23  -  28 ,  2024 in
Lou i sv i l l e ,  Kentucky .  Most
deput ies  w i l l  a r r i ve  one  o r  two
days  p r io r ,  as  the  P res id ing
B i shop nominees  w i l l  be
presented ,  and  leg i s la t i ve
commi t tees  and  hear ings  w i l l  take
p lace  p r io r  to  the  of f ic ia l  s ta r t  o f
Genera l  Convent ion .



Our  deputat ion  i s  as  fo l lows :

Clergy  Deput ies :  Pau l  Canady
(Chr i s t  Church ,  New Bern ) ;  Tammy
Lee  (S t .  Pau l ’ s ,  Beaufor t ) ;  Rober t
M.  A l ves  (S t .  John ’ s ,  Fayet tev i l l e ) ;
Ca leb  Lee  (S t .  Pau l ’ s ,  W i lm ington)

Clergy  Deputy  A l ternates :
R ichard  G.  E l l io t t  (S t .  Andrew’s
on  the  Sound ,  W i lm ington)  and
Anne Abdy  (Ho l y  Cross ,
W i lm ington)

Lay  Deput ies :  Tess  Judge (A l l
Sa in t s ,  Southern  Shores ) ;  Hannah
Hutchens  (S t .  Pau l ' s ,  Greenv i l l e ) ;
Joan  Ge i sz le r - Lud lum (Church  of
the  Servant ,  W i lm ington) ;  Tom
Tu l l y  (S t .  James ,  W i lm ington)

Lay  Deputy  A l ternates :  Ba rbara
Crumbacker  (S t .  Mary ' s ,  K ins ton )
and Karen  Ph i l l ips  Smi th  (S t .
Pau l ' s ,  W i lm ington)



MEET OUR
DEPUTIES

Lay DeputiesClergy Deputies

Below our clergy and lay deputies are pictured, with the
bottom row of deputies being our alternates. East Carolina’s
deputation was voted in at our 140th Annual Diocesan
Convention in February 2023, and we are grateful to them all
for serving as representatives of our diocese in the House of
Deputies!

Paul Canady Tambria Lee Tess Judge Hannah Hutchens

Robert Alves Caleb Lee Joan Geiszler-Ludlum Tom Tully

Richard Elliot Anne Abdy Barbara Crumbacker Karen Phillips Smith



Prepar ing  for  General
Convent ion

Lead ing  up  to  the  Genera l
Convent ion ,  d ioceses  and
prov inces  w i th in  the  Ep i scopa l
Church  submi t  reso lu t ions  and
proposa l s  fo r  cons iderat ion .
These  reso lu t ions  address  va r ious
top ics  such  as  theo logy ,
governance ,  soc ia l  j u s t ice ,  and
miss ion .  Commi t tees  a re  fo rmed
to  rev iew and re f ine  these
reso lu t ions ,  ensu r ing  they  a re
we l l - in fo rmed and a l ign  w i th  the
church ' s  p r inc ip les  and  va lues .  

Fo r  Eas t  Caro l ina ,  a  number  o f
deput ies  and  our  b i shop a re
serv ing  on  commi t tees :

B i shop Sk i r v ing  i s  Cha i r  o f
Leg i s la t i ve  Commi t tee  1 1  -
Fo rmat ion  & D i sc ip lesh ip  (HoB)
(p ic tu red  above  i s  a  meet ing
of  th i s  commi t tee)
The  Rev .  Pau l  Canady  i s
Ass i s tant  Secreta ry  fo r
Leg i s la t i ve  Commi t tee  20 -
Conf i rmat ion  of  the  E lect ion
of  the  P res id ing  B i shop (HoD)
Tess  Judge i s  Cha i r  o f
Leg i s la t i ve  Commi t tee  20 -
Conf i rmat ion  of  the  E lect ion
of  the  P res id ing  B i shop (HoD)



The  Rev .  Tambr ia  Lee  i s  se rv ing
as  a  member  o f  Leg i s la t i ve
Commit tee  18  -  T i t le  IV :
D i sc ip l i na ry  Canons  (HoD)
The  Rev .  Rober t  A l ves  i s  se rv ing
as  a  member  o f  Leg i s la t i ve
Commit tee  12  -  Agenc ies  &
Boards  (HoD)

Descr ip t ions  o f  each  commi t tee ’ s
respons ib i l i t ies  can  be  found on  the
House  of  Deput ies  webs i te .

Legis lat ive  Process

Dur ing  the  Genera l  Convent ion ,
both  houses  meet  separate l y  to
d i scuss  and  vote  on  p roposed
reso lu t ions .  Each  reso lu t ion
undergoes  a  p rocess  o f  debate ,
amendment ,  and  vot ing .  I n  the
House  of  Deput ies ,  dec i s ions  a re
made by  a  s imp le  majo r i t y  vo te .  I n
the  House  of  B i shops ,  each  b i shop
has  one  vote ,  and  dec i s ions  a re  a l so
made by  a  s imp le  majo r i t y .

Fo r  a  reso lu t ion  to  become an
of f ic ia l  act  o f  the  Genera l
Convent ion ,  i t  mus t  pass  i n  both  the
House  of  B i shops  and  the  House  of
Deput ies .  I f  a  reso lu t ion  passes  in
one  house  but  not  the  o ther ,  i t  may
be sent  back  fo r  fu r the r  d i scuss ion
or  amendments .  Once a  reso lu t ion  i s
approved by  both  houses ,  i t
becomes  par t  o f  the  of f ic ia l  record
of  the  Genera l  Convent ion  and i s
imp lemented as  church  law o r
po l icy .



East Carolina at General
Convention (2022)

Our  deput ies  and  b i shop en joyed a  mea l
together  du r ing  the  80th  Genera l
Convent ion  in  Ba l t imore  in  2022.



What  to  Watch  for  at  GC81

The  8 1 s t  Genera l  Convent ion  of
The  Ep i scopa l  Church  p romises  to
be  a  s ign i f icant  event .  The
Pres id ing  B i shop e lect ion  i s  l i ke l y
the  most  momentous  act  that  w i l l
take  p lace  at  GC81 .  Cur rent
P res id ing  B i shop Michae l  Cur r y
w i l l  se rve  unt i l  the  incumbent
28th  P res id ing  B i shop succeeds
h im on  November  1 s t .  There  a re
f i ve  nominated  cand idates :  The
Rt .  Rev .  Scot t  Barke r  (D iocese  of
Nebraska) ,  The  R t .  Rev .  Dede
Duncan-Probe (D iocese  of
Cent ra l  New York ) ,  

The  R t .  Rev .  Dan ie l  G.  P .
Gut ié r rez  (D iocese  of
Pennsy l van ia ) ,  The  R t .  Rev .  Sean
Rowe (D iocese  of  Nor thweste rn
Pennsy l van ia  and  D iocese  of
Weste rn  New York ) ,  and  The  R t .
Rev .  Rob Wr ight  (D iocese  of
At lanta ) .  

A l l  o f  the  nominees ’  b ios ,  v ideo
messages ,  and  in fo rmat ion  f rom
the  Jo in t  Nominat ing  Commi t tee
fo r  the  E lect ion  of  the  P res id ing
B i shop can  be  found on  the
Genera l  Convent ion ’ s  webs i te .  



Another  e lect ion  of  note  w i l l  be
the  e lect ion  fo r  the  P res ident  o f
the  House  of  Deput ies  (PHoD) ,
wh ich  i s  a  pos i t ion  that  i s  vo ted
on  at  each  Genera l  Convent ion ,
as  the  pos i t ion ' s  te rm runs  f rom
the  ad jou rnment  o f  the  Genera l
Convent ion  a t  wh ich  they  were
e lected  and cont inu ing  unt i l  the
ad journment  o f  the  fo l low ing
Genera l  Convent ion .  Th i s  year ,
the re  i s  a  f i r s t  i n  recent  h i s to ry :
the  e lect ion  of  the  P res ident  o f
the  House  of  Deput ies  i s
contes ted .  The  Rev .  Rache l
Taber-Hami l ton ,  cu r rent  V ice
Pres ident  o f  the  House  of
Deput ies  w i l l  be  runn ing  aga ins t
the  cu r rent  PHoD,  Ju l ia  Aya la-
Har r i s .  You  can  read more  about
th i s  contes ted  e lect ion  v ia  the
Ep i scopa l  News  Serv ice  (ENS) .  

We ’ l l  be  shar ing  repor t ing  and
h igh l ights  f rom GC81 ,  and  you  w i l l
f i nd  a l l  o f  th i s  repor t ing  on  ou r
Repor t ing  f rom Genera l
Convent ion  8 1  (2024)  page on  ou r
webs i te .  We ’ l l  a l so  share
h igh l ights  v ia  ou r  soc ia l  med ia
and our  news le t te r  News  & Notes ,
so  s tay  tuned fo r  more !

Impact  of  General
Convent ion

The  dec i s ions  made at  Genera l
Convent ion  have  a  s ign i f icant
impact  on  the  l i fe  and  miss ion  of
The  Ep i scopa l  Church  and re f lect
the  d i ve r se  vo ices  w i th in  the
Church .  Genera l  Convent ion  i s  a
v i ta l  gather ing  that  b r ings
together  c le rgy  and  lay  leaders
to  d i scern  and  enact  the  church ' s  



miss ion  and min i s t r y .  Th rough  a
co l laborat i ve  and  democrat ic
leg i s la t i ve  p rocess ,  the  convent ion
addresses  impor tant  i s sues  fac ing
the  church  and gu ides  i t s  act ions
in  se rv ice  to  God and the  wor ld .

Please keep a l l  o f  our  deput ies
and B ishop Ski rv ing  in  prayer
dur ing  th is  t ime of  prepar ing  for
General  Convent ion  and dur ing
thei r  work  at  GC81  th is  June.


